
Usingstoryte|lin$toTeach|ma$ery
LAilGUAGE LEVEL: Beginning

cRADE LEVEL: Elementary

Presentation 1

LAI{GuAGEoBJEGT|VE:Listentoandrecallthestoryinpreparationtoretellit
STRATEGY oBJEGTIVE:'J'""i*"*"* to understand and recall the story

STRATEGYRAT|ONALE:Formingmenta]imagesordrawingpictureshelpsonerememberthe

information or story plot. Linking pictureJto events is a natural u"d it" way to learn' Even

as early as element.fi ,"noo1 *tird"rrt* 
"ur, 

tr" and discuss the strategy of imagery'

MAfERIAIS: None

PreParation
1. Gather students in a circle on the floor, and introduce the story you are going to tell'

Make sure to tap into students, uo"t grorni-inorkag",utd """oo* 8e Pred'ictions 
about the

story. Before you begin, ask student. *hut tt "y 
will do to rememberihe story' write ideas on

the board, u"d "o*i"nt 
positively about them'

LANGUAGE: ESL

FOCUS Ll.S: Imagerl

;ff::lHJ ; ter the story ask *lu:i:l:.,*:n'SLff ffil"':fi1;:;:: ff J;
?;fi ,*":?1i""T*H:r;1iff :yi#:H:*:*ru:,'1"","H'::n,T#:?'"appropriate spot in the story and asK -t",1"::': 

;;;;:. u Ji"t rr" of the scene? What do

the scene. For example' vou ii?ht^TI' 
'.D:"' 1T:;:::tll"l,,r,teers to respond bv

*:;;n,il:';1Tx:?"il''1lili"y:::'1,i.:]*ilff fiTffi il:i:#Tl':Jyou think the characters look IrKe t w IraL .,u J vu Pv" ' I l"u*ing strategy called

il;;;* what they see' Tell students that they are usmg a

imagerY, or making Pictures'

,,you are using a very good strategy to remember the story by making these pictures' It is

called irnagery'C"";;;;"y thati'vord? Imagery' Iryg:= means making pictures' [Write

o,imagery,,and.,making pictures",*,h.";;'a'] Y* "l made pictures in your minds when I

was telling you the story. Why did you i"";;'tWrrr" down their comments' and respond

positivelytothem.]Ialsousethe.t,ut.gyor*ut.i,'gpicresbecauseithelpsmeremember
things that I rr"ur, r"J, ", *a, Th" "fitur"*'i*rr."'h" 

i*ug"' the better I remember'"

3.Demonstratethestrategy.Asyoucontinuethestorydescribewhatyouareseeinginyour
mind.

Practice 1 a using the strategY'

4. As you continue the story encourage students to practrct

,.As I terl the story I want you to nra;lice the strategy of imagery' I will stop to ask you what

ni"*"" You have made in Your head'"
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5. At another appropriate place in the story, stop and ask stud-ents for their images. Finish

the story in this fashion, asking students for their images lvhen the opportunity allows it.

"What images do you have in your mind? Has anything changed from the first time?"

Presentation 2
5. After reading the story draw a quick sketch of your mental image to demonstrate how

drawing is also part of the strategy.

o'I can also make my images on paper to help me remember the story. I am going to draw a

few pictures to remind me of the most important things that happened in the story."

Practice 2
7.Have students work in groups to draw pictures that will help them remember the story.

Later that dap or the next day, have students retell the story again, using their drawings.

Evaluation
B. Once you have finished reading the story begin your discussion by asking several

students io reteil the story. (Focusing on the imagery should help students to report more

detailed accounts of the story.) During or after your discussion of the story hold a discussion

about strategy use. Ask students to raise their hands if making the pictures helped them

remember the story. Ask them to raise their hands if they would use the strategy again.

Expansion
9. Discuss with the students other contexts in which they can use the strategy. For example,

if students are reading in English or their first language, tell them that they can use this

strategT when they read on their own. They can also use the strategy when learning

vocabulary.

10. Ask students to use the strategy of.imagery at home as they have a family member tell

them a story. Tell them that they cari make pictures in their minds or on paper. The next day,

they will share their stories with their classmates.

Suggestions for applications to other languages and levels:

This strategy can be used with any language or level. For older and more advanced students,

focus on how to transfer the strategy from a storytelling situation to a reading or listening

situation.
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